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St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA  17109 

(717) 652-6700 
www.stmarksharrisburg.org       

e-mail: stmarksharrisburg@gmail.com 

The Rev. James E. Person, 717-712-8191 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Nourished by Word and Sacrament, the mission of the members of St. 

Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to spread God’s Word in Jesus Christ through our thoughts, 

words, and actions, proclaiming God’s good news for all to hear and live. 

HOLY WEEK 

Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday 

      Services 8:15 & 11:00 am  

Thursday, April 18 - Maundy Thursday 

Friday, April 19 - Good Friday 

      Services at Noon & 7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 20 - Easter Vigil 

      Service 7:00 pm         

 

         EASTER SUNDAY, April 21  

          Services  8:15 & 11:00 am 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 6TH, 2019 
Pancake Breakfast: 8 - 10 AM 

Carnival Games: 8:30 - 10:30 AM 

Raffle/Silent Auction: 8:30 - 10:15 AM 

Scholastic Book Fair: 8:30 - 10:30 AM 

Bake Sale: 8:30 - 10:30 AM 

Bible Story/Egg Hunt at 10:30 AM 



I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings 

by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 

make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider 

that I have made it my own but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 

straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 3:10-14 (NRSV) 

Prompted by some of my recent reading, two questions have been running through my mind.  Actually, they are more 

like two sides of the same question expanding on the simple thought of “What if?”.  The questions I have been ponder-

ing are “What if I would have?”, and “What if I would?”.   

What if I would  have  stuck to the healthy eating habits I have practiced off and on for much of my adult life?   

What if  I would  renew and stick to those habits from now into the future?   

What if I would  have  kept up the exercise routines of when I was into bodybuilding, powerlifting, or running? 

What if I would  adopt and commit to a similar exercise habit today and for the rest of my life? 

What if I would  have  paid attention to the practice and promises of Biblical stewardship that I was taught? 

What if I would  make a real effort to commit to those principles and more from now on? 

What if I would  have  continued in the habit my mother instilled in me of attending church and Sunday school? 

What if I would…well that’s kind of a moot point considering my current situation! 

Those last two questions are especially pertinent to us as a congregation and as the whole Christian church. 

In times of reflection we often look back and ask, “What if?” or think “If only”.  Along with those thoughts can come a 

feeling of despair and regret, as if it is too late to do anything about the missed opportunities or wasted time and effort of 

our past.  What can we do about it now?  While it’s true that we can’t change the past, we can learn from it and make 

changes in the future.  We can follow St. Paul’s example; “forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what 

lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Every day is a fresh 

start, a new beginning; a chance to pick ourselves up, brush ourselves off, and strive to be the people God is calling us to 

be. 

We can only surmise what might be if we “would have” but we can be pretty certain that we will grow closer to becom-

ing the people God wants us to be if we “do”.  And it is never too late to begin pressing on toward the goal.  The choices 

we make and the actions we take now  can have long-lasting effects, sometimes for long after we leave this earth.   

Our diet and exercise choices can help to prolong both the quantity and quality of our years.  The example we set with 

those habits can influence the next generation as well.  That might set in motion a long and effective chain of one genera-

tion after another taking better care of themselves.  It might even have an impact on things like the cost and availability 

of health care in the future. 

The choices we make and actions we take concerning our faith may be even more influential in the future, both during, 

and long after, our lifetime.  Weekly church attendance will enhance our own spiritual life and will set an example for 

our children and grandchildren to emulate.  Making worship and learning about our faith something we regularly do, 

rather than a chore or obligation, shows future generations the importance of a strong faith life, especially as life gets 

more complicated and difficult.  I am a perfect example of what can happen when the seed is planted early.  There was a 

time when my spiritual growth was “stunted” to say the least.  Over time, however, God found a way to fertilize that 

seed and get me to where I am today.  Like Paul, I know I haven’t yet fully become all God wants me to be, but I believe I 

am much closer to it because of my early upbringing in the church. 



 

MUSIC APPRECIATION SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 5th both services 

All are welcome. 
Come out and support our wonderful music program! 

Sunday, June 2, 2019 

One service at 10:30 am 

followed by a picnic 

 

Let’s all celebrate a great year 

and welcome summer! 

Unfortunately, Biblical stewardship was something I pretty much had to learn on my own.  In my family it was always 

important to give something to the church but giving in proportion to our blessings was not.  As an adult with a good 

job, getting more and more involved in the church, I found I had a desire to work toward tithing as called for in the    

Bible.  It certainly didn’t happen all at once, but I have grown in my giving as I have grown in my faith, and I believe the 

blessings I have received (though not necessarily financial) have grown as well. 

One shining example of Biblical stewardship that will have a long-lasting effect here at St. Mark’s is a memorial bequest 

from the estate of Harriett Mark in memory of her and her husband Bob.  This bequest is perhaps the largest one-time 

gift St. Mark’s has ever received.  I don’t know for sure what Harriett’s giving habits were when she was living (only the 

Financial Secretary has record of individual contributions) but we might assume that someone who was so generous to 

the church at her death was also supportive during her lifetime.  Being a good steward, Harriett lived well within her 

means, managed her finances wisely, and so was able to be of generous benefit, not only to Saint Mark’s but to several 

charitable causes as well.  (Please note that, as a Memorial Contribution, the bequest from Harriett’s estate will, in      

accordance with longstanding St. Mark’s policy, not be used to pay current expenses, those are the responsibility of 

those of us giving regularly to support the mission and ministry of the church.  Undesignated bequests such as this are 

managed by the Finance Ministry in accordance with guidelines established for such funds.)  Our church and our      

community, through the people we minister to, is truly blessed by this generous gift. 

What if we would make good physical and spiritual habits the norm for the future?  How might our ministry and mis-

sion be enhanced?  How might we, as the Body of Christ, grow stronger and healthier?  What if we would work together 

in a commitment to press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus?  We may never 

know what might have  been, but what could  be  is limited only by God’s will and the power of the Holy Spirit, in other 

words UNLIMITED! 

         Your partner in ministry and mission, 

 

 

         Pr. Jim Person 



 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 2 - 9am  Projects Day 

Monday, April 8 - 4pm W/ELCA Board 

Tuesday, April 9 - 10:00 am Esther Circle 

Tuesday, April 23 - 6:30 pm Eve Circle 

 

W/ELCA SPRING SERVICE PROJECT 

Watch for items on the tree in the upcoming May Parish 

Post and Bulletins.  The tree will be in the narthex after 

Easter. 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
The Women’s Fellowship Dinner will be held on Friday, 

May 3rd beginning at 6:30 pm.  Our speaker will be Mick-

ey Minnich, Vickie’s Angel Foundation.  A catered dinner 

will be served.  Suggested donation is $15.00. 

 

The dinner is open to all women of the congregation.  

Guests are also welcome. 

 

Tickets will be available Wednesday, April10 from W/

ELCA Board members: Barb Dudek, Sue Bennick, Carla 

Whitaker, Shirley Johns, Anna Gabor or the church office.   

Deadline for picking up tickets is Sunday, April 28. 

 

DAY OF RENEWAL 

St. Bartholomew United, Hanover, PA from 9:30 am until 

2:30 pm.  Theme: “Showing Hospitality to Strangers”.   

The  Rev. Angela Zimmann from the  United Lutheran 

Seminary will be the speaker.  She serves as the Vice  

President of Advancement and Adjunct Professor of  

Homiletics at United Lutheran Seminary.  Cost is $20.00 

that includes lunch and the program. 

 

Contact Shirley Johns for more information if you’re  

interested in attending.  Deadline is Tuesday, April 9. 

 

Day of Renewal registration forms will be on the W/ELCA 

Bulletin Board for anyone who is interested in attending. 

COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

On behalf of the Congregational Council I would like 

to invite all of you to participate in at least one new 

thing if possible during the month of April. There is so 

much happening at St. Mark’s but there are many    

opportunities for enrichment and personal growth. I 

would like to highlight just a few of the things that are 

happening and hope that some of you may think that 

this is the right time to try something new. 

 

March 31 is the Lenten challenge to give a tithe for a 

day. You are invited to give 10% more than you       

normally do and collectively we can see how much 

more we can do to enhance the mission of St. Mark’s 

thanks to the abundant blessings God has bestowed 

upon us. 

 

The Social Services Ministry is collecting donations for 

the ELCA  Good Gifts Program  to supply a communi-

ty in need with a fruit tree nursery. Any and all dona-

tions are welcome. 

 

The St. Mark’s Nursery School Bunny Breakfast is    

Saturday, April 6. You could plan to come for breakfast 

and bring some friends or tell others with children 

about the breakfast or donate a baked good or volun-

teer your time. 

  

Extravaganza will be open April 11, 12 and 13. Please 

take the opportunity to stop and admire the items    

created by the craft artisans. It is the perfect place to 

find that unique gift and enjoy some good fellowship 

in the process. 

 

Speaking of fellowship, the Fellowship Ministry will be 

hosting the annual Palm Sunday breakfast in the parlor 

between services on April 14. 

 

The Youth and Family Ministry will be holding a fami-

ly retreat at Camp Kirchenwald on April 12-14.  People 

of all ages are encouraged to intern whether it is for 

part of the day or the entire weekend. 

 

If you want to do something outdoors, the Social  Ser-

vices Ministry is hosting highway cleanup on April 

13.  Anyone interested may meet for breakfast at 8 AM 

●“Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put  

    all of your eggs in one  basket.” (Evan Esar)   

 

●“Spring is the time of year when it is summer  in the 

    sun and winter in the hade.” (Charles Dickens)  



SPECIAL DATES 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 7, 2019  

• Holy Week, April 14-21, 2019  

• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 14, 2019  

• Maundy Thursday, April 18, 2019  

• Good Friday, April 19, 2019  

• Easter Sunday, April 21, 2019  

• Administrative Professionals Day, April 24, 2019  

FREE 

First Saturday of every month. 

8:00 - 9:30 am 

All are welcome! 

PRAYER VIGIL - Wednesday, April 17, 2019 

Anyone interested in participating (half hour time slots) 

please contact the following: 

 

Noon to 3:30 pm Jeannie Flickinger 717-545-6161 

6:00 - 8:00 pm Lore-Lee Walak 717-439-3960 

Our Annual St. Mark’s Family Retreat is coming up! 

An inter-generational, congregation-wide retreat,   

Family retreat is a celebration of the St. Mark’s Family! 

All are welcome, young and old alike, to spend the 

weekend with us at the Schreiber-Haus Lodge at Camp 

Kirchenwald. Family Retreat this year is Friday, April 

12th through Sunday, April 14th. Our theme this year 

is “Faith Like An Airplane!” Fly to new heights with 

us! 

 

If you can only make it one night, or only during the 

day on Saturday, that’s perfectly okay! Retreat will be 

$100 for one (1) person, $175 for the (2) people from the 

same family, or $250 for three (3). If there are more than 

3 people coming from your family, please let Kellen 

know! If you are only staying one night, or just coming 

up for the day, contact Kellen for reduced pricing     

details! If you cannot afford the full cost, contact Kellen 

and we will work something out. No one should miss 

retreat because of the cost! The lodge we are staying at 

has modern shower/toilet facilities in each room. 

 

Contact Kellen at lyfstmarks@gmail.com with any 

questions! We hope to see you there! 

at the Skyline Family Restaurant or at 9 AM at the   

entrance to Resurrection cemetery on Oakgrove Road. 

 

The Music Worship and the Arts Ministry offers so 

many opportunities to participate particularly during 

the month of April.  They offer the Wednesday Lenten 

worship services at noon and 7 PM. The Table will be 

held April 14.  There will be a prayer vigil on Wednes-

day, April 17 from noon to 3:30 PM or 6 to 8 PM. There 

will be Lenten services on Maundy Thursday and 

Good Friday and an Easter Vigil Service on Saturday, 

April 20 at 7 PM.   Easter Services  will be at 8:15 and 

11 AM on April 21. 

 

Please join me and the Congregational Council as we 

participate in the life of St. Mark’s. We look forward to 

seeing you in church! 

 

    Stephanie Carl 

    Council President  



The ST. MARK'S BOOK CLUB has some interesting books to talk about in the next few months.  If you   

enjoy reading, perhaps you would like to read one of the books and join us in the parlor at 10 am for a discussion of 

the following books: 

  

Date                     Book                                                            Author 

April 24               Clementine: The Life of  Mrs. Winston Churchill           Sonia Purnell 

May 23                 PA Stories Well Told                                    William Ecenbarger 

June 25                 Varina                                                            Charles Frazier 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Congregation of St. Marks, 

 

I got my love box today (2.7.19) in the mail! I want to 

say thank you to all the members of the congregation 

for contributing to the love box project, and a special 

thank you to the social services committee for keeping 

this project going! Personally, the love box project has 

always been so much more than sending a box of good-

ies to college students. I have always seen this project 

as a mission of the church to share and spread God’s 

love to those who are away at school and thus, may not 

be able to make it to church. I appreciate getting a love 

box from St. Mark’s each year because not only does it 

give me a small taste of home, it also reminds me of my 

family in God that I have at St. Mark’s. So, thank you 

again for all the little goodies as well as the encourage-

ment to keep working hard and to follow the path God 

has laid out for me.  

 

    Sincerely 

    Kimberly Stanton 

 

Thank you for all of the cards, prayers and expressions 

of love and concern for my family during the passing 

of my Mom.  Thank you to Shirley Johns for the beauti-

ful altar flowers.  Your love and support have been 

such a comfort! 

 

   Carla Whitaker & family 

 

To My Friends at St. Mark’s, 

 

Thank you for all your prayers and well wishes during 

my illness. 

 

    Anita Featherman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Ministry will be hosting a Family 

Movie Night Friday April 26 beginning at 6:00pm.    

We will provide pizza and drinks; you may bring  

other snacks to share.  

Pastor Jim, 

 

Your kindness meant so much.  Words cannot express 

my gratitude for your support and compassion after 

my fall.  I appreciated the beautiful flowers and after 

almost three weeks they look like I just received them. 

 

    Thanks 

    Dolores Magaro 

 

Dear Saint Mark’s family, 

 

Prayer is a powerful thing and the prayers coming  

from our Saint Mark’s  family have been heard and  

answered.  Jim and I truly are grateful for  everything 

you have done for us during this difficult journey.   

We have appreciated the support from Pastor Jim, 

the visits, cards, altar flowers, prayers and other acts of 

kindness!  May God richly bless all of you for your 

kindness and caring. 

 

    Jim and Stephanie Carl  



APRIL LECTORS  
 8:15 AM  11:00 AM 

7  Men in Mission  Men in Mission 

14 Janice Alloway  Sandy Sherwood 

18 Noon: Betty Briner 7:00 Laurie Womer 

19 Noon: Jeanne Flickinger 7:00 Lore-Lee Walak 

21 Bob Gill   Youth 

28  Faith Smeck  Tracy Ingram 

 

  

APRIL ALTAR CARE 
  8:15 AM  11:00 AM 

7  Sue Bennick  Sandy Dinger 

14 Sue Bennick  Marian Person, 

     Donna Woodrow 

18 Noon: Barb Dudek 7:00 Marian Person, 

              Laurie Womer, 

              Barb Heym 

21  Laura Young  Marian Person, 

     Donna Woodrow 

28  Barb Heym  Barb Dudek 

 

 

APRIL COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

 8:15 AM  11:00 AM 

7  Men in Mission  Men in Mission 

14  Jeannie Flickinger, Sandy Sherwood, 

 Lauren Zaccarelli Tracy Ingram 

18 Noon - Jeannie Flickinger  7:00 - Laurie Womer 

                   Paul Deibler 

21 Carla Whitaker,  Sara Jane DeFrank, 

 Randy Whitaker Dennis DeFrank 

28 Laurie Womer,  Lore-Lee Walak, 

 Paul Deibler  Elliott Walak 

 

 

APRIL FLOWER DELIVERY 

7 Bill & Betty Shook 

14 Marian Person 

21 Barb Heym 

28  Donna Lee 

 

 

APRIL GREETERS 

 8:15 AM  11:00 AM 

7  Men in Mission  Men in Mission 

14 Loraine Mariner, Marian Person, 

 Shirley Johns  Donna Woodrow 

21 Sue Senft  Sandy Sherwood 

28 Jane Shetrone  Anna Gabor 

 Jill Lehman 

1 Stella Baker 

2 George Shultz 

 Owen Smith 

 Madeline Varga 

3 Janet Peter 

 Jane Shetrone 

 Charles Walak 

4 Caden Bryan 

 Casianne Frey 

 Valerie Martellaro 

5 Michelle Sultzaberger 

8 Connie Schwartz 

12 Linda Dullen 

13 Donald Herbster 

 Christian McClain 

 Kenneth Shillingsford 

15 Susan Simpler 

16 Anthony Weldon 

17 Lauren Briner 

18 Carol Watkins 

20 Danielle DiSerio 

 Alice Dormer 

 Patty Ernest 

 Keri Miller 

21 Chris Bair 

23 Kristy Shoaff 

25 Lauryn Edwards 

 Kimberly Klick 

26 Denise Harr 

 Melva Neifert 

 Karin Senft 

27 Zachary Lee 

 Calvin Smith 

 Jim Long 

29 Jackson Lee 

 April Trout 

 

If your birthday is in April and we 

missed it, please let us know.  We 

hope you have a happy birthday 

anyway. 

 



St. Mark’s  

Nursery School 

 

6th -  Bunny Breakfast 

12th - 14th - St. Mark’s Family Retreat 

26th - 27th - LYF Sleepover 

28th - LYF Jr. Meeting from 12:30 - 3 pm 

           LYF Meeting from 5 - 8:30 pm 

Hello St. Mark’s!  

 

This past month we have had a lot of fun learning 

about the different letters of the alphabet in our Sheep 

class. Letter “L” day was very memorable this year as 

Jan Mills brought in her pet lizard to our class. He was 

a blast to have and the kids loved learning all about 

him, petting him and even posing for some photos 

with him. Check out our facebook page to see the   

photos! We have some other fun upcoming Letter 

Days! We will be making soft pretzels and stone soup!  

 

Our Lambs class is learning all different kinds of 

Nursery Rhymes and having fun acting them out each 

day. They will then be putting on a program on   

Thursday April 25th of all the Nursery Rhymes they 

have learned in class.  

 

Our Little Lambs class is talking about the different 

colors and weathers this month. They are having fun 

wearing and bringing in the different color of the day. 

They are also all talking about how excited they are 

about going out on our playground which we are   

hoping will happen soon as the weather is changing!  

 

We our also getting read to celebrate the Easter story 

and talking about this season in the church. We will 

also be taking a trip up to the sanctuary so the children 

can see how it has changed since Christmas time. We 

are very excited to do this with our classes.  

 

This month is our Annual Bunny Breakfast. Myself and 

the Nursery School Board would like to everyone to 

come and participate on Saturday April 6th, 2019. We 

are still in need of help! If you are available please let 

us know!  

 

Pamela Baranowski Director  

Another Look 

Way “back in the day,” an astute manager once said to 

me, “there are 3 sides to every story, my side, your 

side, and what really happened.”  Allow me to offer a 

different perspective on how we live our lives as  

Christians. 

It is common for someone to ask, “How can I help?”  

Instead of replying, “I got this,” try giving up what 

you are doing or showing them how to do something.  

Open the door for conversation and fellowship. 

Identify the need and talk about how to solve it.  St. 

Mark’s was borrowing communion vessels for The 

Table service (2nd Sunday of the month at 9:45 AM).  

Monetary donations were received to purchase new 

vessels.  More importantly, a few of our youth went to 

a local pottery place and decorated the vessels that are 

in use today.  Thank you, LYF, for lending your talents 

for all to enjoy. 

Emulate Christ’s positive energy.  Why were such 

large crowds gathered everywhere He walked?  Was it 

because He was an apathetic, narcissistic sermonizer?  

Of course not.  We, as Christians, often ask to be fed by 

the Word.  First, we must “Take and eat…” 

I would like to put together a baptism curriculum to 

use for an overnight retreat program, or perhaps a 

scriptural series, like VBS or Sunday School for the  

unbaptized Romanian families.  Please consider     

helping me develop these materials by relaying your 

baptism traditions, or what baptism means in your 

family to me.  I would love to incorporate some type of 

visual crafts for the children.  All ideas are welcomed.  

Love is free. 

     Peace, 

     Ruth Cheng 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Evangelism Ministry is in need of volunteers to 

make baked goods to distribute on Election Day, May 

21. We are also in need of volunteers to distribute the 

baked goods as well as coffee, tea, and cold water.       

If you are interested, please sign up on either sheet 

located at either entrance to the sanctuary. 



 

 

The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central Pennsylvania  
Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm  

PO Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303  

717-677-8211 ● www.LutheranCamping.org  

 

 

SUMMER CAMP OPEN HOUSE 

You are invited to visit Kirchenwald or Nawakwa on March 17 or April 7.  

Take a tour of camp with members of our summer staff and see what camp is all about.  

As a bonus, we will give a $10 gift certificate for the camp store to every brand new camper! 

 

WORK DAY AT ALL SITES 

Saturday, April 27, 2019 8:30 - Kirchenwald & The Wittel Farm 9:00 - Nawakwa Volunteers needed 

to do general housekeeping, gardening, painting, carpentry, and other tasks.  

A noon meal will be provided. Please call the Camping Office to volunteer - 717-677-8211  

 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION AT KIRCHENWALD 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 ● 2-6pm Kirchenwald  

Enjoy an afternoon of environmental activities, games, and crafts at one of your favorites places 

within God’s creation: CAMP! An evening meal is included in the $10 fee.  

All ages welcome. RSVP to 717-677-8211 or LutheranCamping.org by April 12  

 

CAMP MEETING HERE AT ST. MARK’S 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 

Mary Ann Brock from Lutheran Camping Corporation will be here at St. Mark’s holding Camping Meeting  

at 9:45am and 12:30 pm.  All parents, grandparents, guardians & kids interested in info please attend. 

LENTEN PROJECT 2019 

 

The Social Services Ministry is collecting donations for the ELCA GOOD GIFTS program.  

 

This year we are asking for funds to supply a community in need with a FRUIT TREE NURSERY. “You know what they 

say about an apple a day.” This gift keeps the doctor and hunger away year after year. Fruit tree seedlings are specially 

selected for each location and climate and can include varieties, like mango trees, that are known to thrive in the driest 

of conditions, even drought.  

 

The cost of one nursery is $150, that is our goal. If we receive more funds than the above amount, we will purchase 

more individual trees or another nursery.  

 

Your donations can be given to any member of the Social Services Ministry or placed in an envelope, marked Lenten 

Project 2019, in the offering plate. Thank you in advance for your support. 

 

Ministry Members: Barb Heym, Cal Smith, Carolyn Shadle, Emma Mink, Jan Smith, Judee Leister, Judy Horton, 

Pr. Jim, Ruth Cheng, Sue Senft, Molly Stanton (Chairperson). 
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