
October 2018 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA  17109 

(717) 652-6700 
www.stmarksharrisburg.org       

e-mail: stmarksharrisburg@gmail.com 

The Rev. James E. Person, 717-712-8191 

 

 Saturday, October 27 
from 5:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

per person 

 8:45 am  Depart from St. Mark’s 

11:00 am Enjoy a wonderful luncheon with your choice of  

  Entrées  at seating.  Items such as Yankee Pot Roast,   

  Fried Shrimp Platter, Roast Turkey, Lemon Pepper    

  Cod, Lasagna and Roasted Vegetable Kabobs will be   

  offered. 

3:30 pm   Depart for Home 

6:30 pm   Approximate arrival at St. Mark’s 

 

Trip includes: transportation, luncheon, show, taxes & gratuities 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Nourished by Word and Sacrament, the mission of the members of St. 

Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to spread God’s Word in Jesus Christ through our thoughts, 

words, and actions, proclaiming God’s good news for all to hear and live. 

Money due by  

November 3, 2018. 

Sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 

Monday, December 3, 2018 

Hunterdon Hills 



Don’t be caught Dumpster Diving … 

Come on Saturday, October 6th (immediately following the Community 

Breakfast) for the Property Committee’s “Dumpster Day.”  We would        

especially like to have a representative from each ministry or organization to 

be present to make sure wanted items are not discarded.   

All members are welcome to help.   

               Any questions please call the church office or Chris Bair. 

 

 

Sunday, November 18 
After the 11:00 service 

(approximately 1:00 pm) 

 

The Youth Group will be  

sponsoring a Soup & Sandwich 

 

St. Mark’s Lutheran 
4200 Londonderry Rd 

 

 
December 6, 7 & 8 
10:00 am - 4:00 pm  

Proceeds to benefit St. Mark’s Ministries & Christ Lutheran Health Ministries 

FREE 

1st Saturday of every month  

8:00 - 9:30 am 

All are welcome! 



 

As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked 

him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 18Jesus said to him, "Why do 

you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'You 

shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear 

false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.'" 20He said to him, 

"Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth." 21Jesus, looking at him, loved him and 

said, "You lack one thing…” When he heard this, he was shocked and went away      

grieving, for he had many possessions.  Mark 10:17-21a 

First of all, I need to apologize.  I need to say I’m sorry to the members of St. Mark’s for being lax in the teaching of    

Biblical stewardship.  I honestly believe that the members of this church would be better stewards of the gifts God has 

given them if they were taught sound principles of what the Bible says, and what God calls us to do.  As pastor,       

shepherd of this “flock”, it is ultimately my responsibility to lead the congregation in the way God is calling us to go and 

so it is ultimately my responsibility to teach the principles of Godly giving.  In the past I have shied away from such 

teaching in the hope that leading by example would be enough but, partly because my financial example is not public 

knowledge, that approach has not worked.  So, as is my duty, obligation, and responsibility, I am vowing to do       

whatever I can in the future to lead the members of this church down the path of Biblical stewardship in whatever ways 

and for however long it takes.  With that promise in mind, I share the story of “The Rich Young Man” from the Gospel 

of Mark. 

As I think about my ministry here at St. Mark’s and, even more importantly, the ministry of the members of this        

congregation, I can’t help but think about how much we are blessed, and how much we have been a blessing to the  

community and others around the world.  We have a beautiful, modern building that has had a few recent renovations 

that have enhanced the ministry we are able to do here.  We have talented people who are willing and able to support 

our work with their time, talents, and money.  We have been able to reach out to the neighborhood around us with   

support for the Central PA Food Bank, the Ecumenical Food Pantry and Nutripacks program.  We have invited our 

neighbors in for the Community Breakfast, and begun “The Table” worship to reach those who are more comfortable 

with that style of worship. 

Our offerings support not only the work of this congregation but also the work of the church in the world through the 

outreach of The Lower Susquehanna Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Lutheran World Relief,     

Lutheran Disaster Response and others.  Our blessings have been blessings to others, both known and unknown to us.  

We have, in many ways, been like the young man in the passage above, rich in many ways, and doing good things with 

our riches. 

Jesus loved that young man for his desire to do what was right in order to inherit eternal life.  He loved him because he 

had done his best to keep the commandments which he thought were the key to eternal life.  But, in his love for him, 

Jesus is also brutally honest in telling him, “You lack one thing….” 

As we take stock of our many “riches” here at St. Mark’s we recognize the blessing of those who give their time to the 

work of our various ministries, volunteering to do work that is vitally important to the church and community.  We 

have a desire to do the right thing according to God’s will for us and the church.  I believe that, like the rich young man, 

our heart is in the right place.  But, remember Jesus’ brutal honesty about the young man’s lacking “one thing.” 

You may be familiar with the part of the story I left out.  Jesus tells the rich man to “go, sell what you own, and give the 

money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me."  The rich young man had Godly 

desires, but his faith was sadly misplaced.  What he lacked was the willingness to let go of his earthly possessions and 

trust his future to God.  While he was hoping for eternal life he was holding on tightly to the things of this life for     

comfort and security. 

Faith is largely a matter of in whom or in what we place our trust.  God demanded tithes and offerings of the Israelites 

as a way of teaching them to rely on God rather than trusting in themselves or their riches.  Our stewardship today, of 

money, time, and anything else God has given us, can also be a learning experience.  By growing in our giving, we can 

learn just how much God has to give.  We can learn that our security is in the love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ, 

not in our savings accounts.  I’m not saying that we should literally sell everything we own and give the money to the 

poor, but perhaps it is time we realize that we, too, might be “lacking one thing.” 



October 2018 Parish Post Article From Council President 
 

 

Moving into the fall we change gears from summer fun to a host of activity St. Mark's has a great deal to anticipate with 

the resumption of Sunday School classes for all ages, music programs, and youth and family activities to name a few.  

This is also a busy time for the Congregation Council as we prepare to close out one calendar year and begin another.  

Soon you will be able to view the entire church events calendar online, anytime.  Watch our website and Facebook page 

for more information about this new resource.  Here's a rundown of some other important items happening between 

now and the end of 2018. 

 

The Council recently appointed Chairpersons for the various standing ministries of St. Mark's.  Our Ministries are  

responsible for the vast majority of the work and activity that occurs in our church. Without the dedicated leadership 

and volunteers of these ministries we would be unable to accomplish our mission.  That being said, we do still have 

plenty of opportunities for volunteers to support our ministries.  I encourage you to contact Pastor Person or me if you 

feel called to serve in any capacity.  We would be happy to help you find a place to contribute what gifts you have to 

offer. 

 

The process of budgeting for 2019 is now underway  Please pray for those who will be working to prepare our operating 

budget.  In each of the last three years, St. Mark's has operated at a deficit (expenses exceeding contributions) well into 

the second half of the year.  Even though the church has operated within the budget approved by the Congregation,  

giving has consistently lagged behind necessitating special appeals.  When considering our 2019 budget, the Finance 

Ministry and Council will no doubt be challenged to balance the need for expanding our ministry while spending no 

more than what we actually expect our members to support.   

 

Please mark your calendars for Sunday November 18 for the annual meeting of the Congregation of St. Mark's.  During 

this meeting the Congregation will have the opportunity to hear reports from our Council regarding the business of the 

church.  In addition, voting members will be asked to approve the 2019 budget and nominees to various positions such 

as Council, Nursery School Board, audit committee, endowment committee, delegates to Synod Assembly, and nominat-

ing committee.  We look forward to your participation! 

 

Other Recent Council Action: 

Approved disbursements from undesignated Extravaganza funds, $250 in support of the medical mission trip in which 

Michelle Spencer is participating. 

Accepted annual evaluations of church staff 

Approved disbursements from undesignated Evangelism Fund money, $240 for purchase of a movie exhibition license 

Approved disbursements from undesignated Building Fund money, $1,950 for removal of two trees along South  

 Arlington Avenue 

Approved disbursements from undesignated Memorial Fund money, $371 for purchase of one plaque for the  

 Meditation Garden 

 

We want to hear your questions or concerns.  Please speak with any member of Council, join us  the third Tuesday of the 

month at 7:00pm for our Council meetings, or e-mail me at nzingone@verizon.net. 

 

            Faithfully Yours, 

            Nick Zingone 

mailto:nzingone@verizon.net


SPECIAL DATES 

• World Communion Sunday, October 7, 2018  

• Reformation Sunday, October 28, 2018  

• Reformation Day, October 31, 2018   

Hello St. Mark’s, 

It is that time of the year again “School Time”!  

This past September we welcomed new staff and     

students and are very excited to work with all of them. 

We have been focusing on the school atmosphere and 

getting our students familiar with our school rules.  

Please help me in welcoming to the Nursery School 

Staff: 

 Jessica Bookwalter, Jessica will be joining us in our 2 & 

4 year old class as a teacher assistant. Jessica is joining 

us after seeing three of her boys go through our       

program! Becky Baker, Becky will be joining us in our 3 

year old class as a teacher assistant. Becky also is      

joining us after seeing 2 of her children go through our 

program! Last but not least we would also like to    

welcome Rebekah Varga as our 2 year old teacher.  

We are very excited for all three of our new staff   

members to join our team and are looking forward to 

new adventures with our Nursery School Program!  

So far in our Sheep class we talked a lot about apples, 

and the different parts of them. We tasted all different 

kinds of apples and even made homemade               

applesauce. We enjoyed a visit from Pastor Jim and 

him reading to us from the Bible! Our Lamb class has 

been making all kinds of pretend foods. We made our 

favorite kind of cookies, and apple pies. Come stop by 

our boards upstairs and downstairs where you can 

check out all of our pieces! Our Little Lamb class was 

learning all about their names and talking about their 

families! This upcoming month they are going to start 

to talk about their 5 senses!  

In addition to starting up school we will be starting 

some of our annual fundraisers. We greatly appreciate 

all of the support we have had in the past with these 

and can’t wait to do them again.  

We are in need of your Giant Bonus cards again. All 

you need to do is go online sign up and add the  

Nursery School. Our School Code is 22331 By signing 

up we receive a percentage of your bill to help      

different areas of our school. It will NOT affect your 

gas points or free turkey.  

St. Mark’s  

Nursery School 

 

7th     Mt. Gretna Hike     12:30 - 5 pm 

           LYF Meeting     5 - 8:30 pm 

14th   Bethesda Mission Worship 

           5 - 9 pm 

21st   LYF Jr. Meeting     12:30 - 3 pm 

          LYF Meeting     5 - 9 pm 

Joint Meeting w/SPYG @ St. Pete’s Mechanicsburg 

27th     St. Mark’s Trunk-or-Treat     5 - 8 pm 

Also we will be selling R&K Subs and Butter Braids 

this year. We will be selling them in the month of   Sep-

tember and October. Please see myself or one of our 

school board members about purchasing these items, 

or watch for dates that we will be available outside the 

sanctuary to purchase these items.  

    Pamela Baranowski  

    Director  

 

HIGHWAY CLEAN-UP 

The next Highway Clean-up of Oakgrove Road is 

scheduled for Saturday Oct. 20.  (Meet at the entrance 

to Resurrection Cemetery at 9:00.)  Those interested 

may meet for breakfast before the clean-up at Skyline 

Family Restaurant at 8:00AM.  Anyone planning to 

help please contact Calvin Smith (717-652-3808.)   



Ukraine Mission Trip:  Part 3 - Yospivka, here we come! 
  

The purpose of this mission trip was to conduct an English-speaking bible camp for children living in the remote village 

of Petrodolina.  However, since there was so much controversy, the school that was to host the camp pulled out 

(understandably).  By God’s grace, the school’s principal at the next village, Yospivka, was familiar with Pastor           

Alexander and East European Missions Network (EEMN).  She enthusiastically approved the request for our camp to 

use their facilities, and things were pulled together like clockwork.  Her kitchen crew prepared breakfast and lunch for 

120+ children and adults every day.  They had classrooms and bathrooms prepared for occupancy.  In addition, another 

summer program was being held during the same week, so arrangements were made to ensure space was available to 

each party at the appropriate times. 

  

Our (the American missionaries and interpreters) day began with breakfast prepared by Alyona (Pr. Alexander’s wife) 

and we boarded a shuttle bus with other Petrodolina children to Yospivka by 0800.  We had a devotion and debrief with 

our interpreters, and then spent a few minutes on classroom preparations before greeting our students in the auditorium 

at 0900.  The children sang songs and had a bible theme lesson for the day, presented by either Pr. Alexander or Pr. Oleg.  

Then each class washed up before having breakfast together.  The children LOVED trying to teach me Russian to name 

the food I was eating and the utensils I was using.  We then focused on a rotation of 4 English-speaking lessons, crafts, 

music, sports and of course, lunch.  The day ended with class dismissal at 3:00 PM followed by a debrief and the bus ride 

home.  We were greeted by some type of sweet snack prepared by Alyona.  Our evenings consisted of some free time, a 

delicious dinner (Alyona was sooooo busy!) and devotion led by one of the American missionaries.  My turn was after 

the first day of class.  The theme I chose was about standing strong through adversity, supported by the Diana Ross 

song, “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough.”  Needless to say, I was the most soulfully energetic one of the bunch! 

  

I was blessed to have Oleysa as my interpreter.  She is 18 years old, and already working as a teacher for 2 years, so she 

had that great “command” voice to get the children to settle down.  Our class had mostly 10-11 year olds, and later in the 

week, we had a 16 year old who was hanging out in the school yard earlier in the week observing what was taking place 

at the school. 

  The class loved the games that accompanied our bible lessons and were very snack-oriented as a reward for par-

ticipation. 

  

The week flew by in a blink of an eye.  We prepared small gifts for each of them from your donations, consisting of bible 

verse bookmarks, pens, crosses, emoji tissues, post-it notes (they don’t have those, and are fascinated by them) and    as-

sorted candies. 

  

I’d like to share what got me through this exhausting week.  The prayer chain was instrumental, it allowed me to        

express concerns and share them with you.  Knowing that I had your thoughts and prayers surrounding me is priceless.  

My roommate, Norine, was a great sounding board.  My lessons became more creative because of our conversations, and 

I was able to easily incorporate changes the following day.  

My Bible app devotions were randomly selected, and “spot 

on” every morning.  They even helped a fellow missionary 

who was really struggling with conflict in her class.  And 

finally, our second night there after we learned more details 

of Pr. Alexander and the village chairman’s injuries, I      

listened to one of my favorite sermons from Charlie Roberts 

last year about the struggles St. Paul had on one of his   

journeys.  Miss you, man! 

 

Next segment, “What’s Next?  Romania” 

 

     Peace, 

     Ruth Cheng 

  



THANK YOU NOTES: 

Dear St. Mark's Family, 

 

           Thank you for remembering me so graciously 

with the many cards, check-ins, phone calls, and 

thoughtful notes during my "summer of surger-

ies."   Nothing like beginning summer with surgery and 

finishing it with another!  Your prayers are genuinely 

appreciated as I'm still trying to totally recover from 

the shoulder surgery. 

            I appreciate everyone's messages and thank our 

"special" church person who sends the spiritual Get 

Well messages. 

            I truly miss my St. Mark's family while we are 

away.  See you in the Spring! 

 

               Love and prayers to all, 

               Zara Waters Bennett 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

     We received your donation of $1,000.25 for Health  

Ministries of Christ Lutheran Church. 

     I am so humbled by the partnership that makes 

these Health Ministries possible. 

     Thank you for being our partner in mission. 

 

   Grace and Peace, 

   Rev. Andrew Stockstill 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

     On behalf of the Ecumenical Food Pantry, and those 

who benefit by your generosity, I would like to thank 

you for your generous contribution of $300.00 we  

received in July 2018. 

      

    Sincerely, 

    Jacqueline Young 

OCTOBER LECTORS  
 8:15 AM  11:00 AM 

7 Men in Mission  Men in Mission 

14 Nick Zingone  Sandy Sherwood 

21 Laurie Womer  Youth 

28 Calvin Smith  Dennis DeFrank 

  

OCTOBER ALTAR CARE 
  8:15 AM  11:00 AM 

 

7 Laura Young  Barb Dudek 

14 Laurie Womer  Margie Stouffer 

21 Sue Bennick  Marian Person 

28 Barb Heym  Barb Dudek 

 

OCTOBER FLOWER DELIVERY 
 

7  Barb Heym 

14  Lucy Weaver 

21  Marian Person 

28  Frank & Sue Dillahey 

 

For several years I have read 

the Bible through twice in 12 

months. It is a great and   

powerful tree, each word of 

which is a mighty branch. 

Each of these branches have I 

well shaken, so desirous was 

I to know what each one bore and what it would give me. 

And the shaking of them has never disappointed me.  

 

—Martin Luther   



 

 

 

 

Tuesday, Oct.2 - 9:00 am Projects Day 

Monday, Oct. 8 - 4:00 pm W/ELCA Board 

Tuesday, Oct. 9 - 10:00 am Esther Circle 

Tuesday, Oct. 23 - 6:30 pm Eve Circle 

 

Sunday, October 7 - Lutheran World Relief Ingathering 

Sunday, November 4 - Unified Meeting and  

Thanksoffering after 11:00 am service. 

3 Terry Fleegal 

 Margie Stouffer 

4 Hannah Leigh DeFrank 

 Melissa Dinger 

5 Emma Mink 

6 Dorothy Sutch 

7 Marsha Nicodemus 

8 Jackson Klick 

 Kathryn McClain 

9 Dameion Frey 

10 Kendall Beverly 

 Wayne Metz 

11 Zara Bennett 

 Reuel Deppen 

 Sara Lawrence 

13 Mason Brown 

14 Susan Bennick 

15 Tina Smith 

16 Nathan Cleaver 

 Bennett Fleegal 

17 Brooke DiSerio 

 Amelia Heym 

21 Richard Deppen 

 Wayne Smithers 

22 Lennox Powell 

24 Kristian Beverly 

 Alexis Neidig 

26 Jared Fleegal 

28 John Herigan, Sr. 

 Laura Young 

29 Larry Watkins 

30 Brian Dinger 

 Nolan Dulovich 

 Paul Whipple 

 

If your birthday is in October and 

we missed it, please let us know.  We 

hope you have a happy birthday 

anyway. 

 

MEMORIALS for: Albert Magaro 

Dave & Emma Mink 

Shermeyer Family 

 

MEMORIALS for:  Paul Stouffer 

 

Dave & Zara Bennett 

Sue Bennick 

Edward & Anna Camp 

Paul & Jonnie Deibler 

Ed & Barb Dudek 

Mike & Lauren Hengst 

Vaughn & Barb Heym 

Mary Hoover 

Bill & Sandy Kroah 

Lower Paxton Township Lioness 

Dave & Emma Mink 

Stan & Susan Simpler 

Wayne & Sue Smithers 

Jack & Beverly Ulsh 

Doug & Laurie Womer 

George Zimmerman 

 

 

NEW ADDRESS: 
 

TOM & LORI BARGMANN 

962 Bridge Ct. 

Catasauqua, PA 18032 

 

MATTHEW RISSMILLER 

1938 N 3rd St., FL 2 

Harrisburg, PA 17102 



The Lutheran Camping Corporation of  

Central Pennsylvania 

Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm  

PO Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303  

717-677-8211 

www.LutheranCamping.org  

 

 

AN ADULT STUDY RETREAT on the books Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the End by Atul Gawande 

The Hummingbird by Stephen P. Kiernan Option B: Facing Adversity, Building Resilience, and Finding Joy by Adam 

Grant and Sheryl Sandberg October 2-4, 2018 At Nawakwa Registration fee: $145 Lodging and meals provided Please 

call 717-677-8211 or visit www.LutheranCamping.org to register by September 21  

 

CAPTURE THE FLAG SPECTACULAR  Review your camp map, paint your face, and practice your cone zone          

celebration dance. Invite your friends and family (parents, too) to join you in this CTF summer reunion event. Play 

alongside familiar faces from your week at camp, plus campers from every other week of the summer. Campfire       

worship to follow.  at Kirchenwald Sunday, October 7, 3-5:30 pm This is a free event, but please RSVP by September 28 

to 717-677-8211 or online at LutheranCamping.org  

 

Sunday, October 21, 2018 FALL FOLIAGE DAY at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa Bring your family and friends to camp for 

a fall afternoon! Both events will run from 1-6pm. An evening meal will be provided. Registration is $7/person.       

Please call 717-677-8211 or visit Lutheran Camping.org by October 12 to register.  

 

The Lutheran Camping Corporation of CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA 2018 ANNUAL QUILT AUCTION Sunday,  

November 4, 2018 to be held at Camp Nawakwa 1033 Nawakwa Road, Biglerville, PA 17307 Fun For the Entire Family 

2:00 - Silent Auction of Handmade Craft Items 3:00 - Live Auction of Quilts Dinner following Live Auction All proceeds 

from the day benefit the Endowment Fund, making camping possible for generations to come! Please register before  

October 21. This is a free event, and includes an evening meal. The Lutheran Camping Corporation of Central Pennsyl-

vania Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm PO Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303 717-677-8211 

www.LutheranCamping.org  

 

The Lutheran Camping Corporation presents… WOMEN’S CRAFT RETREAT November 9-11, 2018 at Nawakwa  

Projects are provided AND you may bring your own to work on! Registration fee: $145 (Arrive a day early for an  

additional $30) Please call 717-677-8211 or visit LutheranCamping.org to register by November 1. Register early, this 

retreat will fill up! Meals, lodging, and most supplies provided.  

OPPORTUNITY FOR GIVING:  

Please remember as part of your personal  

stewardship program that St. Mark's has the 

ability to receive financial gifts in the form of 

securities, etc.  For more information please see 

Calvin Smith, Reuel Deppen, or call the church 

office at 717-652-6700.  
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St. Mark’s Church Council 
 

President   Nick Zingone 

Vice President  Stephanie Carl 

Secretary  Loraine Mariner 

Treasurer   Calvin Smith 

Financial Secretary Mary Sultzaberger 

Council Members  Chris Bair 

  Joe Baranowski  

  Tom Graham 

  Jim Long 

  Pastor Jim Person 

  Sandy Sherwood 

  Rebekah Varga 

  Lore Lee Walak 

  Roberta Wege 

  Laura Young  

Minister of Music  Joyce Van Nieuwkuyk 

Minister of Contemporary Worship        

  Bennett Williams 

Church Secretary  Kim DiPaolo 

Youth/Family Ministry   

  Kellen Michalowski 

Sexton  Donald Young 

Nursery School Dir.  Pam Baranowski  


