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John 3:14-21, Lent 4 

Grace to you and peace from God the Father and from the Son, our crucified Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us pray: Gracious Lor<L stir up the Holy Spirit within us to open our 

eyes to see the mercy and grace you have shown us through the giving of your Son to die for our 

salvation. Amen. 

What do you think about snakes? Snakes are slithery and sneaky. They have sharp fangs and 

go around sticking out their tongues all the time. Snakes are usually hiding somewhere and we 

often don't even see them until we're too close for comfort. For the most part, people don't like 

snakes very much. 

Our dislike of these long-bodied, limbless reptiles is evident in the ways we refer to them in 

our language. Someone who is sneaky or is a troublemaker is described as a "Snake in the 

grass." When a person has a bad experience we sometimes say that they've been "snakebit." 

Even in movies and TV, snakes are used to make the audience squirm. Indiana Jones faced a pit 

full of venomous vipers in his search for the Lost Ark, and in old westerns even the bravest of 

horses would throw their riders to the ground when faced with a deadly "rattler." 

From the Garden of Eden, where the serpent deceived Adam and Eve into thinking they could 

be like Go<L to Psalm 58 where the wicked are described as having "venom like a serpent", 

snakes have represented evil and evil persons in biblical writings. In Proverbs 23:32 the writer 

even describes the dangers of drinking too much alcohol by saying, "At the last it bites like a 

serpent and stings like an adder." That verse sounds like it must have been written by someone 

who experienced a whopper of a hangover or two in his time! 

Snakes, for the most part, are disliked and even dreaded. They're symbols of fear and evil 

and everything we don't like. Is it any wonder, then, that when the people of Israel forgot the 
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