St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109 652-6700
Web page: www.stmarksharrisburg.org
E-mail: stmarksharrisburg@gmail.com
MINISTERS: Every Member
PASTOR: The Rev. James E. Person, 717-712-8191

10th Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2020

MISSION STATEMENT: Nourished by Word and
Sacrament, the mission of the members of St. Mark’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to spread God’s Word in
Jesus Christ through our thoughts, words, and actions,
proclaiming God’s good news for all to hear and live.




Please silence all electronic devices.

WELCOME! Please sign the Friendship Register (Red Folder)
located in the hymnal rack and pass it on to your neighbors.
Please observe Silent Meditation during the Prelude.

PERSONAL HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES ARE
AVAILABLE. Please see an usher if you have trouble hearing
the service.

INTRODUCTION

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire,
but in the sound of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great
storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it
is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the
calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words
of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist,
God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God'’s
presence to others.

GATHERING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE 1In the Cross of Christ I Glory ~Ron Nelson

HYMN #696 Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tulmul;t
Organ Only —No Singing

stind CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as
the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,



whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
C Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others

as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.
C Amen.

P Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.



Greeting

p The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you

spoken Hymn of Praise

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, good-will to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth;

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we
raise.

PRAYER OF THE DAY —Let us pray. . .

A O God our defender, storms rage around and within us
and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from despair,
deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us

in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

WORD

sit FIRST READING — 1 Kings 19:9-18
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical
signs of God'’s presence—earthquake, wind, and fire— Elijah now
experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that he is
not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still
loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to
anoint Elisha as his own successor.
At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and
spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What
are



you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been very
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the
Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a
great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was
not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the
Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a
fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a
sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance
of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What
are you doing here, Elijah?” He answered, “I have been
very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.” Then the Lord
said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as
king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat
of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. Whoever
escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and
whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill.
Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.”

A The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God



Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13
READ IN UNISON
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those
who turn their hearts to you.
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING— Romans 10:5-15
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by
heroic efforts. It is a gift received in the proclamation whose
content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word creates our faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from
the law, that “the person who does these things will live by
them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says,
“Do not say in your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?"”
(that is, to bring Christ down) “or “Who will descend into
the abyss?”” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But
what does it say?

“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you



confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses
with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who
believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is
generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have
never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to
proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who
bring good news!”

A The Word of the Lord
C Thanks be to God

stand Spoken

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are
stirred.

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew the 14th Chapter
C Glory to you O Lord

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of
“little faith,” who fail despite their best intentions. In this story,
Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in
trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the
crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went



up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he
was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the
waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. And early in the morning he came walking toward
them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking
on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And
they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them
and said, “Take heart, it is I, do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to
come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got
out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came
toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he
became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did
you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind

ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.”

P The Gospel of the Lord

C Praise to you O Christ

CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

sit HYMN #755 Jesus Savior Pilot Me
Organ Only



stand Apostles' Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen.

n»>n >

PEACE
The Peace is the link between the proclamation of the Word
and the sharing of the Eucharistic meal. Our unity and
mutual forgiveness come from Christ whose Word has just
been proclaimed and whose meal we now prepare to share.
We pray for the peace of the Lord for each other. “Due to
the heightened risk of flu or other illness, please practice a
“non-contact” sharing of the Peace until further notice.



P Each one of you is part of the body of Christ, and you
were chosen to live together in peace. So let the peace that
comes from Christ control your thoughts. And be grateful.
(Colossians 3:15)

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of goodness and growth,

C all creation is yours,

and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:

these are signs of your abundant grace.

Nourish us through these gifts,

that we might proclaim your steadfast love

in our communities and in the world,

through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you,

And also with you

Lift up your hearts

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE
P It is indeed right. . .

spoken HOLY HOLY HOLY

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying;:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Invitation to Communion
P Friends of Jesus.
Receive nourishment for your journey

Spoken Lamb Of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have
mercy on us. Lamb of God, you



take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of
God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

sit Communion Distribution
stand COMMUNION BLESSING

POST COMMUNION PRAYER —Let us pray. .
A God of the welcome table,
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness
and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gift so that we
may share your neighborly love with all, through Jesus
Christ, the giver of abundant life.
C Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

P Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers nor things
present, nor things to come,

nor powers, nor height, nor depth,

nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus.

God, the creator, + Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,

bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C Amen



sit HYMN #624 Jesus Still Lead Me On
Organ Only

DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C We will. Thanks be to God.
Please Remain Seated Till Dismissed

POSTLUDE Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer ~John Hughes

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #23172. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

FOR VISITORS AND OTHERS not on our mailing list:
There are copies of St. Mark’s Newsletter “The Parish
Post” available in the narthex along with other
information in the literature racks.

Operating Receipts thru May: $118,014
Payments made thru May: $114,336
Attendance: 08/02/2020 55
We look forward to continued support of our
mission through your generous response to God’s
gifts given to us.

Altar Flowers are in Memory of our dad

Jack Martin, given by Jill Lehman & Jane Shetron.
In Celebration of our Anniversary, given by
Bruce and Sue Sentt.



Opening Now for a

TEACHER AIDE!

2 We'’re Iooklng to fill
a spot in our
2 year old class.
Part time TUESDAY
and
THURSDAY mornings.

Experience preferved but not necessary.
Please send resume to:

: : St. Mark’s
‘@\? Nursery School
ﬁ’j 4200 Londonderry Rd. Hbg. Pa 17109

Call For more information

Follow the Lamb... (717) 672 - 6700
www.stmarksharrisburg.org/nurse

Questions please call 717-652-6700 or
email resumes to: stmarknurseryschool@gmail.com

PLEASE JOIN US AT YOUR HOUSE FOR

KICK OFF JULY 26 @ 5 PM
EXPLORE NEW LESSONS WEEKLY

THROUGH AUGUST 12TH

During BOLT, were going to play games,
do origami, eat snack, and learn what it
means to listen, focus on, and follow Jesus.

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Register at: www.myvbs. org/stmarkshbg
(717) 652 - 6700
stmarkshbg.vbs @gmail.com

ST. MARK’'S MEDITATION GARDEN BRICKS
Cost $35.00 per brick (no limit). Order forms are
available at both entrances to the sanctuary. Bricks can
be purchased anytime throughout the year.



SIMPLY GIVING - A Simple Choice: A Generous
Response & Save Paper. Simply Giving is the program St.
Mark’s uses to enable electronic transfer for church
donations. Most people use similar methods to make
recurring payments for utilities, mortgages, etc. Why not
save paper and make it easier for yourself, and the
Counters here at St Mark’s. Sign up and support our
programs with regular donations that are safe, reliable, and
conserve paper resources.

If you are already enrolled consider increasing the amount
at this time. Forms are available in the narthex and on
bulletin boards, or ask at the office.

ONLINE GIVING - is also available on our

website, stmarksharrisburg.org. Click the GIVE tab and
follow the instructions. ON LINE GIVING IS SEPARATE
FROM SIMPLY GIVING. If you use both you will be
giving twice. Changes to SIMPLY GIVING must, for the
time being, be made by paper form only. Thanks for your
generous stewardship.

Chris Bair is collecting newspapers for the Bird
Sanctuary



THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY
MINISTER OF MUSIC - Joyce Van Nieuwkuyk
MINISTER OF CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP

- Bennett Williams
YOUTH/FAMILY MINISTER - Kellen Michalowski
ALTAR CARE - ;
USHERS - Don Young, Doug Womer, Ed Shadle,
Chris Bair, Dennis Dinger, Dave Featherman
GREETERS -
COMMUNION ASST -
WORSHIP ASST -
LECTORS - Jay Snyder; Susan Shultz
FLOWER DELIVERY - Marian Person
COUNCIL PRESIDENT - Stephanie Carl
NURSERY SCHL DIRECTOR - Pam Baranowski 671-4855
SEXTON - Don Young

ST. MARK'S AGAPE' FUND, from which we
provide help for members and others in immediate
need, is running low on funds. This is a designated
fund supported by members' contributions. If you
would like to contribute to the Agape' fund, please
mark your check or envelope "AGAPE FUND and
place it in the offering plate, drop it off or mail it to
the office, or give it to Pastor Jim. Thank you.

READINGS for August 16, 2020:

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Psalm: Psalm 67

Second Reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Gospel: Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28



