
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSION STATEMENT:  Nourished by Word and         
Sacrament, the mission of the members of St. Mark’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is to spread God’s Word in 
Jesus Christ through our thoughts, words, and actions,  
proclaiming God’s good news for all to hear and live. 

St. Mark’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
4200 Londonderry Road, Harrisburg, PA 17109  652-6700 

Web page:  www.stmarksharrisburg.org 
E-mail:  stmarksharrisburg@gmail.com 

MINISTERS:  Every Member 
PASTOR: The Rev. James E. Person, 717-712-8191 

Second Sunday after Pentecost  

June 22, 2025    



Please silence all electronic devices.   

  

WELCOME!  Please observe Silent Meditation during the 

Prelude.  Ver ujier para boletín en español 

           Voir l'huissier pour le bulletin français  

  

PERSONAL HEARING ASSISTANCE DEVICES ARE  

AVAILABLE.  Please see an usher if you have trouble hearing 

the service. 

  

 CONSIDER THIS 

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature 

of sin. The church’s repeated celebration of holy communion 

counters that tragic reality in a continued showing forth of the 

death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dramatic declaration of 

“how much God has done for you.”  

    

GATHERING 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

  

PRELUDE—  Praise and Thanksgiving    Gaelic folk  melody 

                                                                                                                        Lani Smith 

 

Stand Gospel Acclamation 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

8:15 Sermon Lesson—Gospel:  Luke 8:26-39 

  

Gospel:        Luke 8:26-39 

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the 

casting out of demons. Some who witness Jesus’ work are seized 

with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is 

commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and power. 

  

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 8th Chapter 

C Glory to you O Lord 

  
26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the 

Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on 

land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long 

time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house 

but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before 

him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to 

do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 

not torment me”—29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean 

spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized 

him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the 

demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your 

name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered 

him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into the 

abyss. 

  32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was 

feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter 



these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came  

out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed 

down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran 

off and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people 

came out to see what had happened, and when they came to 

Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone 

sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And 

they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the 

one who had been possessed by demons had been 

healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of 

the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were 

seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 

returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone 

begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, 

saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God 

has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming 

throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to you O Christ 

  

Sit 8:15—Sermon   

  

Stand Hymn #510   Word of God, Come Down to Earth 

  

The Ten Commandments 

  

(According to Luther’s Small Catechism) 

 P  God promises grace and every good thing to all those 

who keep God’s commandments. 

  



Therefore, we are to love and trust God and gladly act 

according to God’s commands. 
  

  

C   You shall have no other Gods 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 

     Lord your God 

Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy 

Honor your father and your mother 

You shall not murder 

You shall not commit adultery 

You shall not steal 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s spouse… or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor  

  

Having been reminded of God’s perfect law, we now confess 

our sins, seek and receive forgiveness by God’s grace. 

  

KYRIE 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

P  In the name of the Father, 

and of the +Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C  Amen. 

  

P  Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  

Sit or kneel as able 

  

P  Merciful God, 

C  you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, 

and generosity,  but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

  

P  You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of + Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

  



 your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

C  Amen. 

  

HYMN OF PRAISE—Glory to God 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Stand Salutation 

P  The Lord be with you 

C  And also with you 
 

 Prayer of the Day—Let us pray… 

A    O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a 

sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free from the chains 

that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

C  Amen   



 Sit First Lesson:    Isaiah 65:1-9 

The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-

absorption is idolatry, and images of practices that displease God 

fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the 

wine, God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of 

the faithful. 

  

A reading from Isaiah 

  

 1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 

  to be found by those who did not seek me. 

 I said, “Here I am, here I am,” 

  to a nation that did not call on my name. 

 2 I held out my hands all day long 

  to a rebellious people, 

 who walk in a way that is not good, 

  following their own devices; 

 3 a people who provoke me 

  to my face continually, 

 sacrificing in gardens 

  and offering incense on bricks; 

 4 who sit inside tombs, 

  and spend the night in secret places; 

 who eat swine’s flesh, 

  with broth of abominable things in their vessels; 

 5 who say, “Keep to yourself, 

  do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 

 These are a smoke in my nostrils, 

  a fire that burns all day long. 

 6 See, it is written before me: 

  I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 

    I will indeed repay into their laps 

 7 their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, 



    says the Lord; because they offered incense on the 

mountains 

  and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their 

laps 

  full payment for their actions. 

 8 Thus says the Lord: 

     As the wine is found in the cluster, 

  and they say, “Do not destroy it, 

  for there is a blessing in it,” 

    so I will do for my servants’ sake, 

  and not destroy them all. 

 9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, 

  and from Judah inheritors of my mountains; 

     my chosen shall inherit it, 

  and my servants shall settle there. 

A  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God 

  

Psalm:  Psalm      22:19-28 

                   READ RESPONSIVELY BY WHOLE VERSE 

 19 But you, O Lord, be not far away; 

  O my help, hasten  to my aid. 

 20 Deliver me from the sword, 

  my life from the power of the dog. 

 21 Save me from the lion’s mouth! 

  From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me. 

 22 I will declare your name to my people; 

  in the midst of the assembly I will praise you. 

 23 You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of 

Jacob’s line,   

       give glory. 

  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel. 



 24 For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in 

their  

        poverty; neither is the Lord’s face hidden from them; 

  but when they cry out, the Lord hears them. 

 25 From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 

  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who 

       fear the Lord. 

 26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your  

       hearts live forever!  

 27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to  

       the Lord; all the families of nations shall bow before 

God. 

 28 For dominion belongs to the Lord, 

  who rules over the nations.  

  

Second Lesson        Galatians 3:23-29 

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only 

with God but with other believers. Those who call themselves 

children of God experience a transformation that removes 

prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of true unity in 

Christ. 

  

A reading from Galatians 

  

23 Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded 

under the law until faith would be revealed. 24 Therefore the 

law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we 

might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we 

are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus 

you are all children of God through faith. 27 As many of you 

as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 



Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer 

slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of 

you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you belong to Christ, 

then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 

promise  

A  The Word of the Lord 

C  Thanks be to God 
  

11:00 Stand Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11:00  Sermon Lesson Gospel:   Luke 8:26-39 

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the 

casting out of demons. Some who witness Jesus’ work are seized 

with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is 

commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and power. 

  

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 8th Chapter 

C Glory to you O Lord 

  
26 Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the 

Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on 

land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long 

time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house 

but in the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he fell down before 

him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to 



do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do 

not torment me”—29 for Jesus had commanded the unclean 

spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized  

him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and 

shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the 

demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your 

name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered 

him. 31 They begged him not to order them to go back into the 

abyss. 

  32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was 

feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter 

these. So he gave them permission. 33 Then the demons came 

out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed 

down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

  34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran 

off and told it in the city and in the country. 35 Then people 

came out to see what had happened, and when they came to 

Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone 

sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And 

they were afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them how the 

one who had been possessed by demons had been 

healed. 37 Then all the people of the surrounding country of 

the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were 

seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and 

returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had gone 

begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, 

saying, 39 “Return to your home, and declare how much God 

has done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming 

throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 

P  The Gospel of the Lord 

C  Praise to You O Christ 



Sit CHILDREN’S SERMON/YOUTH MESSAGE 
  

11:00  SERMON  

  

Stand Hymn #843   Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

  

 APOSTLES' CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

  

THE PRAYERS  

P God of grace, 

C Hear our prayer.  

P    Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior.    

C  Amen 



                                       PEACE 

The Peace is the link between the proclamation of the Word and the 

sharing of the Eucharistic meal.  Our unity and mutual 

forgiveness come from Christ whose Word has just been 

proclaimed  and whose meal we now prepare to share.   

 We pray for the peace of the Lord for each other.  

P   Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ,   

P   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C   And also with you  

  

Sit OFFERTORY      Chancel Musings               Chester Nordman 

Stand OFFERTORY HYMN  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  OFFERTORY PRAYER— Let us Pray 

A     Creator God, 

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good 

and the harvest is plentiful. 

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth 

and our labor, 

that we may work for the good of all; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C  Amen.   
  

Blessing 

P     The love of God abound in you; 

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts; 

and the life of the Spirit 

+bless you and give you peace.  

C  Amen.  
  

Hymn  #798  Will You Come and Follow Me 

  

 DISMISSAL 

P    Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.   

C   We will.  Thanks be to God.  
  

 

POSTLUDE ~ March of the Noble    Frederick Keats  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. ht 2006 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23172.  Hymns and 

other music reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-741863.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission.  All rights reserved.    
  

 

 

 

 

 



THOSE WHO SERVE TODAY 

CO-MINISTERS OF MUSIC - Jenny Sustak & Faith Smeck 

YOUTH/FAMILY MINISTER - Kellen Michalowski 

ALTAR CARE -  ; 

USHERS -  Doug Womer, Ed Shadle, Rick Frazier, 

        Chris Bair, Joe Boslet, Dave Featherman  

COMMUNION ASST -   ;  

+WORSHIP ASST—   

LECTOR -    Bruce Senft; Fred Mast 

FLOWER DELIVERY -     Peggy Davis                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

COUNCIL PRESIDENT - Dave Stanton  

NURSERY SCHL DIR. -    Jessica Broome   717-827--8104  

SEXTON - Don Young      
  

 

Altar Flowers are to the Glory of the Lord 
  

 
 

A great big heartfelt Thank You for remembering and 

helping to celebrate the 25th anniversary of my 

ordination.  The sentiment and generosity were 

overwhelming, another instance of St. Mark's being a 

blessing to me and my family ever since we first came here 

almost 30 years ago. 

Pr. Jim 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. MARK’S THIS WEEK 

                                                         

SUNDAY          06/22       8:15  am   Worship 

                                            9:45  am   Intergenerational Sunday 

                                                                  School 

                                           11:00  am  Worship 

                                              7:00 pm  AA 

                                             7:00  pm  Gambler’s Anonymous 

MONDAY          06/23       

TUESDAY          06/24         

WEDNESDAY   06/25      

THURSDAY       06/26    10.00 am     Book Club (Parlor) 

                                            1:00  pm    Craft Artisans 

FRIDAY              06/27       

SATURDAY       06/28               

SUNDAY            06/29       8:15  am   Worship 

                                             9:45  am   Intergenerational Sunday 

                                                                  School 

                                             11:00  am    Worship 

                                               5:00  pm    VBS  

                                              7:00  pm    AA 

                                             7:00  pm    Gambler’s Anonymous 

  

 

 

Welcome Deacon Kristen Barnes 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


